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Editor's Desk 

"Do you accept compliments?" 

"Yes, but not not easily," the gardener 
blushed. 

He'd stopped pruning ornamental trees to 
show us what else he'd planted near a play¬ 
ground in the city park. Visiting years later I 
found the area abandoned, though I could still 
trace the meander and flower beds. God heals 
and the doctor takes the money, the adage goes. 
Here, healing takes the inevitable course of 
sand replacing landscaping, while money to 
properly staff and caretake public parks hasn't 
been available for decades. 

This Semaphore is dedicated to our own 
park/garden, Washington Square, now a desig¬ 
nated City Landmark on its 150th birthday. A 


JULIUS 

CASTLE 

1541 Montgomery St Son Francisco, CA 
Atop Telegraph Hill overlooking San Francisco Bay 
Featuring exquisite continental cuisine, 
elegant service, rare vintage wines and spirits 
with unsurpassed views in an intimcte atmosphere. 

A San Francisco Tradition since 1922. 

Lunch Monday- Friday from 11:30-4:00p.m. 

Evenings from 5:00-10:00 p.m. 

Ail mo|or credit card* accepted. / Valet forking / Private Porfie* Welcome 



preview of some of the May 13 celebration 
events is at the end of this issue. 

Telegraph H ill is still one of the most visible 
and famous green spaces in San Francisco, due 
in large part to generations of THD volun¬ 
teers— most recently, those who contribute time 
and money to the Pioneer Park Project, and 
who worked hard to get the Parks Package 
passed in the M arch election. 

Volunteers are working with the Recreation 
and Parks Department to survey two local 
parks—Washington Square and the North 
Beach Playground—with the idea of making 
future improvements that neighbors say they 
want. To participate, tear out the centerfold in 
this issue and complete and return the survey. 


Freebairn-Smith & Crane 

Planning, Urban Design, Architecture 


Rod Freebairn-Smith 
Janet Crane 
(415) 398 4094 


For reservations olease call 362-3042 
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President's Letter 


T ime to put on my bean counter hat and 
talk budget. This time I will spare you 
from my usual crowing about the 
Dwellers' accomplishments, save to say that we 
will finish our fiscal year (which runsfrom April 
1 to M arch 31) safely in the black. 

THD has spent significantly more money 
than last fiscal year (33% more for a total of about 
$34,000). But don't worry. We're not spending 
like drunken Barbary Coast sailors— we brought 
in significantly more money than last fiscal year 
(68% more for a total of almost $37,000). 

M uch of the increase can be attributed to 
TH D's efforts to conduct a professional survey 
of North Beach and Telegraph Hill's architec¬ 
tural and cultural resources for which we raised 
$10,000 in contributions, including a $5,000 


grant from San Francisco 
Beautiful, and spent 
almost $9,000. Everything 
we do, from publishing the 
Semaphore to holding elec¬ 
tion forums, to insurance for our social events 
and the like, cost a pretty penny. 

A couple of things to keep in mind before look¬ 
ing at the numbers which speak for themselves: 

(1) the "actual" revenue and expenses 
shown for this fiscal year represent funds 
received and expended as of February 10, 2000 
plus projected expenses through March 31, 
2000, the end of T H D's fiscal year end; and 

(2) thanks to previous fiscally prudent boards 
of directors, THD has savings (invested in a 
money market fund) of an additional $14,069. 

continued on next page 



Aaron Peskin 



photo by Jason Doiy 
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Presiden t's Repo rt co n tin u ed 

Finally, I wanttoacknowledge!H D'streas- 
urer, Paul Switzer, for his capable and dedicated 
service over the last three years. If you have 


any questions about your association's financial 
matters please don't hesitate to contact Paul or 
myself. We'd be happy to answer any questions 
or provide you with more detailed information. 


Telegraph H ill Dwellers 

Fiscal Year 1999-2000 A ctual vs. Budget 


Income 

1999-2000 
Actual [1] 

1999-2000 
Budget [2] 

1998-1999 

Actual 

Advertising Income 

$7,787 

$8,000 

$8,023 

Dues Income 

$13,921 

$12,500 

$11,832 

Contributions (general) 

$3,486 

$1,000 

$1,387 

Contributions (NB Historical Project) 

$10,000 

$0 

$0 

Interest Income 

$420 

$700 

$776 

T-Shirt Sales Income 

$1,360 

$0 

$0 

TOTAL INCOME: 

$36,974 

$22,200 

$22,018 

General Expenses 

Board Meeting/Administrative Expenses 

$1,921 

$2,350 

$1,338 

Community Relations 

$868 

$1,000 

$2,134 

Crime Prevention 

$0 

$200 

$0 

Election Forums 

$472 

$500 

$0 

Insurance 

$2,396 

$2,400 

$2,296 

Jack Early Estate legal expenses 

$0 

$0 

$6,526 

Membership Services 

$1,488 

$1,600 

$567 

President's Fund 

$158 

$200 

$25 

Semaphore newsletter 

$10,389 

$10,500 

$7,720 

Stationary 

$0 

$750 

$0 

T-shirts 

$1,417 

$0 

$0 

Sub-Total General ExDenses: 

|§j 

El 

El 

Committee/Project Expenses 

Neighborhood Beautification Committee 

$116 



North Beach Historical Project 




Oral History Project 

$173 


$492 

Parking and Transportation Committee 

$351 


$229 

Planning and Zoning Committee 

$2,812 


$2,168 

Social Committee 

$2,499 



Sub-Total Committee/Proiect Expenses: 

$14,916 



TOTAL EXPENSES: 

$34,024 

$26,600 

$25,609 

EXCESS OF REVENUE OVER EXPENSES 

$2,950 

($4,400) 

($3,590) 


[1] actual revenue and expenses year to February 10,2000 plus anticipated 
expenses to fiscal year end (March 31,2000) 


[2] includes $5,150 in approved budget augmentations as follows: 

Board Meetings: increase of $300 from original budget amount of $1,600 to $1,900 
Community Relations: increase of $500 from original budget amount of $500 to $1,000 
Election Forums: increase of $250 from original budget amount of $250 to $500 
Membership: increase of $600 from original budget amount of $1,000 to $1,600 
Planning & Zoning: increase of $500 from original budget amount of $2,500 to $3,000 
Semaphore: increase of $2,500 from original budget amount of $8,000 to $10,500 
Soqal Committee: increase of $500 from original budget amount of $2,000 to $2,500 



ALFRED R. PISCIOTTA & SONS 

Custom Upholstering & Window Furnishings 


Frank R. Pisciotta 


Trade Consultant 


“Old World Craftmanship” since 1934 

2060 Stockton • San Francisco • (415) 781-6277 


-iWSAN REMO Iio r ivl 

• 1906 Historic Hotel 
•$50 - $80 nightly 


“When I found the San Remo, 
I knew I had struck gold.” 

- Susan Spano, New York Times 
Space available for events & meetings 


2237 Mason Street Near Chesnut 
(800)352-REMO »(415) 776-8688 
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M em bersh ip Repo rt 

By Peter 0 vermire 

ne of the goals of TH D is to represent our 
neighborhood as widely as possible. H ow 
do we get the word out about our organ¬ 
ization? Several long-time members have said 
that when they first moved to the H ill, they heard 
about T H D but had trouble finding us. Well, we 
are over 700 strong now so ... In an ongoing 
attempt to make our group accessible, new 
emphasis has been placed on putting membership 
information and applications in retail shops and 
meeting places around the neighborhood. This 
has become a valuable source of new members. 

I would like to thank those merchants, pub¬ 
lic centers and private building owners who have 
let us put racks with membership information in 
their shops and entrances: Speedy's N ew U nion 
Grocery, Caffe Puccini, Galetti's Shoes, Caffe 
Malvina, Caffe Roma, North Beach Library, 
North Beach Pool, Caffe Trieste, Prudente and 
Company, Nature Stop, Chinatown Community 
Development Center, Grant Ave. Cleaners, Coin 
Op Laundromat, De Stijl, Mario's Bohemian 
Cigar Store, Columbine Design, Little City 
Meats, North Point Health Club, Coit Tower 
Shop, and 101 Lombard. T here are others to ask 
but we need distributors to keep the brochures in 
the racks. 

I would especially like to thank those mem¬ 
bers who have volunteered to keep our racks 
stocked with membership information: Marge 
Savo, Catz Forsman, Joe Luttrell, Lori Viti, June 
Fraps, Gerry H urtado. 

Who faithfully sends out renewal notices 
each month so we will all remember to pay our 
dues? A nother behind-the-scenes member, Gail 
Switzer. Thanks Gail! 

W ithout all this help, membership tracking 


and recruitment would be an imposible job! 
T hank you again, one and all. 

How can you help? One-to-one contact is 
still the best source of recruitment. Hand a 
friend a membership brochure and tell them 
about THD. Buy your friend a membership. 
Several of our members do this regularly. 
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Planning and Zoning Committee Report 


By N ancy Shanahan 

The following are updates of ongoing projects 
and information on new projects since the last 
Semaphore. For more information about a specific 
project or to get involved in the Planning & Zoning 
Committee please call N ancy at 986-7070. 

I. PROJECTS IN THE TELEGRAPH 
H ILL H ISTORIC DISTRICT 

(T his historic district on the east side of Telegraph H ill was 
established by the B oard of Supervisors in 1986 to preserve 
the largest group ofpre-1870 structures in the C ity). 

Grace Marchant Garden/Alta Street Condo 
Development (20-30 Alta) . TH D has had ongoing 


discussions with the developers encouraging them to 
pursue a new design concept that conforms to the his¬ 
toric district guidelines and is similar in total square 
footage to the building that occupied the site until 
1992. The developers have not yet submitted revised 
plans to the Planning D epartment. 

212 Union Street . The new owners of this historic 
property have proposed minor changes to the previ¬ 
ously approved plans (those of former owner Leo 
M cLaughlin) for the new garage/residence structure 
on the western portion of the property. The new pro¬ 
posal would increase the size of the new building by an 
additional 100 square feet. 

24-30 Darrell Place . The owners of this historic 

continued next page 



SHOPPING, DINING, ENTERTAINMENT... 
THE CITY'S HISTORIC MARKETPLACE 

THE CANNERY has over 40 one-of-a-kind shops and 
_ restaurants—you won't find any chain stores here! 


ind the perfect gift—from Tiffany-style lamps to hand painted porce¬ 
lain to chocolate truffles and the country's largest selection of single 
malt scotches. Treat yourself to Mexican food, Cajun-Creole special¬ 
ties, French crepes, or a classic American steak. Paint your own 
ceramics, stuff a teddy bear and test your skills on a didgeridoo. Join 
us for free outdoor entertainment daily in the courtyard or for a dose 
of laughter nightly at Cobb's Comedy Club. 


Located at the foot of Columbus Avenue 
where North Beach meets Fisherman’s Wharf. 
2801 Leavenworth Street • (415) 771-3112 


(g)THE CANNERY 

www.thecannery.com 

Full-Service restaurants validate 2-hour parking and 
Cobb's Comedy Club validates 3-hour parking at the 
Anchorage Shopping Center Garage at 500 Beach Street 
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Planning and Zoning 

building are proposing a renovation which will con¬ 
vert a basement into a living unit and add new win¬ 
dows at the rear (eastern) elevation. The changes will 
not be visible from a public right of way. 

290 Union Street . The ongoing construction at this 
address is being monitored to insure compliance with 
the Planning Commission's conditions of approval 
which require a preservation architect to oversee the 
exterior modifications. 

II. PROJECTS IN THENORTHEAST 
WATERFRO NTH ISTO RIC DISTRICT 

(This historic warehouse district established by the Board 
of Supervisors in 1983 is bounded by The Embarcadero, 
Sansome, Broadway and U nion Streets). 

Sansome Street Cliffs/88 Calhoun Terrace. We anti¬ 
cipate the release for public review of an Environmental 
Impact Report (EIR) analyzing the impacts of a proposal 
to subdivide the existing lot at 88 Calhoun Terrace/1171 
Sansome into three lots and build a four-story residence 
fronting on Calhoun which would re-quire the construc¬ 
tion of an extension of Calhoun Terrace. 

150 Green St. (1100 Sansome) . This proposal to 
convert the first floor from parking spaces to office 


The Washington 
Square Inn 

1660 Stockton Street 
San Francisco 
CA 94133 


space will result in a net increase in office space of 
about 4,360 square feet and net loss of 48 parking 
spaces. Although no expansion of the existing build¬ 
ing is proposed, because it is a "C ontributory" building 
within the Northeast Waterfront Historic District, 
alterations to add new windows and doors to the 
western facade will require review by the Landmarks 
Board and a C ertificate of A ppropriateness. 

1088 Sansome . The original proposal was to add two 
stories to this three-story "Contributory" warehouse 
building in the Northeast Waterfront Historic 
District. P & Z Committee representatives have met 
with the project architect to suggest limiting the pro¬ 
posed addition to one additional floor, stepping back 
the added story to make it minimally visible from the 
surrounding streets, and making sure that the pro¬ 
posed design would conform to the Secretary of 


What 


San Francisco 
Is Comine To. 



1652 Stockton St. San Francisco. Lunch & Dinner Daily. 
Sunday Brunch. Reservations 989-7800. 


(415) 981-4220 
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Planning and Zoning 

Interior's Standards for the Rehabilitation of H istoric 
Properties. A ny such alterations to this historic struc¬ 
ture will require review by the Landmarks Board and 
a C ertificate of A ppropriateness. 

C itv/Port Projects In or Adjacent to the N ortheast 
Waterfront H istoric District . N othing new to report 
since the Winter Semaphore on the proposed hotel 
(at the Embarcadero and Broadway), the proposed 
low-income housing project (at Broadway and 
Battery), or the proposed new central police station 
(adjacent to the district at Broadway and Sansome). 

III. OTH ER PROJECTS A N D PLA N S 
FO R TH E WATERFRO N T 

Piers 27-31 . The Port's negotiations with New York 
developer, Chelsea Piers Management, to develop a 
major sports and recreation complex on the 15-acre 
site at Piers 27-31 seems to have been put on hold 
pending resolution of a disagreement between the 
Port and Bay Conservation and Development 
Commission (BCDC) as to the amount of public open 
space that should be included in the project. 

Pier 35/Lurline Hotel . The P & Z Commit-tee 
heard a presentation from the developers of a project 
to permanently dock the SS Lurline cruise ship at 
Pier 35 to function as a 277-room hotel with two 
restaurants. The project requires an amendment to 
state law and needs permits from BCDC and the Port. 
Pier 45 . In response to the Port's Request for 
Proposals for the building called Shed A at Pier 45, 
two competing proposals were received. The M alrite 
Company of Cleveland has proposed a project called 
"San Francisco at the W harf" which is something of a 
theme park about San Francisco history geared to 
tourists. A second proposal made by a coalition of 
wharf businesses and environmental groups together 
with the California State Coastal Conservancy is 
called "The Bay Center" whose core mission would be 
to foster, present and protect the well being of the San 
Francisco Bay estuary, its Delta, its Pacific Ocean 
sanctuaries, and their inhabitants, through state-of- 
the-art exhibits, resource archives, educational pro¬ 


grams, public forums and outreach programs. TH D's 
Board of Directors has enthusiastically endorsed and 
is supporting The Bay Center proposal. 

Waterfront Lighting . T H D has expressed support for 
a grant to fund the Port's plan to install lighting for the 
bulkhead buildings and other elements along the 
waterfront. 

Ferry Arch . With the support of THD, the Port has 
received a grant to fund the restoration of the historic 
Ferry A rch on Fisherman's W harf which was damaged 
by a fire last year. 

Port/BCDC Special Area Plan . Represen-tatives of 
THD are continuing to meet with the Port and the 
Bay Conservation and Develop-ment Commission 
(BCDC) regarding the formulation of a Special A rea 
Plan to guide future development along the City's 
waterfront. THD is part of a coalition of groups 
including SF Tomorrow, Save the Bay and SF 
Architectural Heritage which are working to ensure 
that the plan includes sufficient public open space and 
the designation of a waterfront historic district. 

IV. NORTH BEACH NEIGHBOR¬ 
HOOD CO M M ERCIA L DISTRICT 

(In 1987 the Board of Supervisors adopted the North 
Beach Neighborhood Commercial District (NBNCD) 
0 rdinance to maintain the character of and mix of busi¬ 
nesses in North Beach). 

1. New Legislation. 

North Beach Neighborhood Commercial District 
(NBNCD) Ordinance amendments . Supervisor 
Leno's legislation amending our N BN CD Ordinance 
became law effective December 2,1999. The new law 
limits large use sizes (like Rite Aid) and discourages 
the consolidation of our existing small storefronts. 
Specifically, the new legislation limits use sizes to a 
maximum of 4,000 square feet and reduces the "as of 
right” ceiling from 2,499 sq. ft. to 1,999 sq. ft. This 
means that new uses occupying between 2,000 and 
3,999 sq. ft. would require conditional use authoriza¬ 
tion and uses over 4,000 would be prohibited (THD 
agreed to exempt the Pagoda Theater from the maxi- 

continued next page 
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Planning and Zoning 

mum use size only if the building is to be used as a movie 
theater or other entertainment such as plays or live per¬ 
formances). The new legislation also reduces from 3 
years to 18 months the period of nonuse required for an 
existing use or size which does not conform to the exist¬ 
ing code requirements to become "abandoned" or "dis¬ 
continued". Because it represents a model for control¬ 
ling the proliferation of large chain stores in neighbor¬ 
hood commercial districts, our new legislation passed 
with the support of the North Beach Chamber, the 
Council of District Merchants, North Beach 
N eighbors, Russian H ill N eighbors and other neighbor¬ 
hood groups throughout the City. Similar legislation has 
already been proposed for the commercial districts on 
Polk Street and in the Upper M arket and Castro. 

Truth in Disclosure Act — Supervisor Yee's legislation 
requiring disclosure on all applications and public 
notices for building permits, conditional use permits 
and variances, of the real name under which the appli¬ 
cant intends to conduct business, was passed by the 
Board of Supervisors. This new law also requires that all 
such applications be signed under penalty of perjury. 

2. Projects 

502 Columbus Ave . Construction is underway in 
preparation for a new cafe in the old C urley's location 
to be operated by the Delucchis (of Delucchi Sheet 
M etal on Powell Street). 

1741 Powell Street (Pagoda Palace Theater) . 

Project sponsor Douglas Ahlers (President, Leirum 
Corporation) made presentations at the P & Z 
Committee and at TH D'sJanuary Board of Directors 
meeting of his proposal to convert the theater build¬ 
ing into a live theater venue with a bar and to reha¬ 
bilitate the building facade. Board and P & Z 
Committee members are continuing to work with the 
project sponsor with regard to plans for the facade. 
1351 Grant Ave. (Back Street Bar, formerly 
Fiaone's Hardware) . Protests filed with the State 
Department of A Icoholic Beverage Control (A BC) by 
THD and approximately 15 individual neighbors 
regarding the request for a new liquor license have 


been accepted by A BC, but to date no determination 
has been made by A BC nor has a hearing date been 
set. The building owners have since proceeded to 
commence an eviction of 21 tenants from the 8 apart¬ 
ment units in the upper stories of the building under 
the Ellis Act. 

801 G reenwich Street . T here is a proposal to demol¬ 
ish the existing one-story grocery store building at this 
site and construct in its place a 40-ft-high structure 
with 8 residential condominium units and about 750 
sq. ft. of commercial space. T he project is undergoing 
environmental review. 

V. BROADWAY NEIGHBORHOOD 
COM M ERCIAL DISTRICT 

(This Neighborhood Commercial District extends along 
Broadway from west of C olumbusAve to 0 sgood Place.) 
412 Broadway (Bovs Toys) . The Zoning Administra¬ 
tor made a written determination that this new 15,000 
sq. ft. adult entertainment establishment called "Boys 
Toys" does not require a conditional use authorization 
from the Planning Commission (neither for size in 
excess of the 3,000 sq. ft. limit in the Broadway N CD 
nor for "adult entertainment" use). Although THD 
appealed the Zoning A dministrator's determination to 
the Board of A ppeals, Boys Toys was allowed to open 
for business on January 26th. Originally scheduled to 
be heard on February 2, TH D's appeal was continued 
by the Board of A ppeals at the request of the project 
sponsor to M arch 8, 2000. Since its opening, Boys Toys 
has been cited by the police for repeated violations of 
the Police Code requirement that topless dancers be at 
least 6 feet from patrons of the establishment. 

VI. UPDATES ON OTH ER PROJECTS 

1. Commercial. 

295 Bay Street (North Point Theater) . THD was 

informed by the Planning Department that as a 
result of THD's request for Discretionary Review 
(DR) filed in October 1999, Rite A id abandoned its 
plansto convert the N orth Point Theater into a Rite 
Aid store. At its February meeting, the P & Z 
Committee heard a presentation by developer John 
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Reninga regarding a proposal to covert the theater to 
office space. 

435 Pacific Ave . 0 ver the objections of T H D and 
San Francisco's A rchitectural H eritage, the Planning 
Commission approved a project to demolish this 
building within the Jackson Square H istoric District 
and construct in its place a five-story office building, 
in so doing, the Planning Commission overruled the 
Landmarks Board recommendation. SF FI eritage is 
planning to appeal the Planning Commission's deci¬ 
sion to the Board of Supervisors. This project is sig¬ 
nificant because it represents the first time since the 
designation of the Jackson Square FI istoric District, 
in 1971, that a historic building in the district will be 
demolished, and sets a dangerous precedent for the 
City's other historic districts. 

407-445 lackson Street . A group of retail mer¬ 
chants from Jackson Square have formed a group 
called "Save Jackson Square" to prevent four pre- 
1870's buildings at 407-445 Jackson Street from 
being converted into offices. The new group, repre¬ 
sented by attorney John Sanger, has been attempting 
to reach an agreement with the buildings' owner, the 
Monahan Pacific Company, to ensure that most of 
the ground floor space will remain small scale retail 
stores and that the architectural integrity of the 
building will not be compromised. On February 4, 
when negotiations broke down, Save Jackson Square 
filed a request for Discretionary Review with the 
Planning Commission. T H D has been asked to work 
with Save Jackson Square, which intends to pursue 
neighborhood commercial district zoning in order to 
prevent the continued conversion of ground floor 
retail spaces to offices. 

2. Residential. 

3 Montague Place . This property is subject to a 
recorded Notice of Special Restrictions (NSR) pro¬ 
hibiting the vertical or horizontal expansion of the 
building without a new variance unless the Zoning 
Administrator finds and determines that such expan¬ 
sion is compatible with existing neighborhood charac¬ 
ter and scale and does not cause loss of light, air, view 


or privacy to adjacent buildings. T he proposed project 
is to add a partial third floor and roof deck and alter 
the facade of an existing two-story over garage resi¬ 
dential structure, merging two existing dwelling units 
to create a single family residence. The owner of the 
adjacent property at 5 Montague filed a request for 
the Planning Commission to take discretionary review 
of this project because of the impacts to light, air, view 
and privacy the vertical addition would have on her 
property. TH D is interested in seeing that N SRs are 
respected and enforced by the Planning Department. 
1635-37 Grant Ave . The Zoning Administrator 
approved a variance from setback requirements of the 
Planning Code to accommodate the addition of a 
garage off of Kramer A lley and extension of the back 
portion of the second and third floors. 

308-310 Green Street . A request has been filed by a 
private party for the Planning Commission to take 
Discretionary Review (DR) of this proposed project to 
demolish an existing one-story single family dwelling 
and garage at 310 G reen St. and to construct two 40- 
ft condominium buildings. The DR focuses on the loss 
of small scale, sound housing in conflict with 
Proposition M and other general plan policies pertain¬ 
ing to the retention of the City's existing housing 
stock. T he D R has not yet been scheduled for a hear¬ 
ing. 

1757 Grant Ave . A proposal to add a roof deck and 
rooftop penthouse (to house an elevator, staircase 
water heater and other equipment), modify window 
openings and add a new exterior fire escape on the 
Grant Ave. facade raised some concerns. The P & Z 
Committee has been working with the project sponsor 
and architect to reduce the size of the rooftop addition 
and its impact on views from nearby properties and to 
address the unsightliness of the new fire escape. 
324-326 Chestnut Street . This is a proposal for a 
vertical addition and fagade alteration to an existing 
two-unit residential building. The project sponsor 
met with owners of properties across the street who 
objected to the project because their views would be 
impacted by the vertical addition. No discretionary 

continued next page 




Planning and Zoning 

review was filed and the project has been approved 
by the Planning Department. 

52-56 Telegraph Place (through lot to G reenwich 
Street) . This is a proposal for a horizontal addition 
extending the existing building towards Greenwich 
Street. P & Z Committee members have expressed 
concern that the proposal might negatively impact a 
palm tree on Greenwich. Several owners/residents of 
adjacent properties object to the project because the 
addition will require that several lot line windows be 
covered thereby impacting their light, air and views. 
412 Lombard Street . This is a proposal to replace 
an existing one-story residence with a three-story 
plus stair penthouse structure containing two resi¬ 
dential units. The project was presented as a vertical 
addition (1.5 stories and stair penthouse) to the 
existing one story residence which occupies the 
entire lot (with total fagade alteration) in order to 
avoid the requirement for a rear yard variance. P & 
Z Committee objected to the proposed height and 
design as being incompatible with existing neighbor¬ 
hood character. The architect and project sponsor 
are redesigning the project and will make another 
presentation to the Committee. 

262 Chestnut Street . The Planning Commission 
approved a Conditional Use Authorization allowing 
the lot to be subdivided into two lots subject to a spe¬ 
cial condition that prohibits the owners in perpetuity 
from making any roof top additions on this site. P& Z 
worked with the project sponsors and concerned 
neighbors to craft the special restriction, Note: TH D 
had previously expressed concern that the height of 
the two-unit residential structure proposed for this 
vacant site would shade Jack Early Park for addition¬ 
al morning hours during the winter months. 

Bill Bailey Cottage (115 Telegraph Hill and 361- 
377 Filbert) . THD is continuing to work with 
Supervisor Yee and the principal of Garfield School to 
secure an agreement to return the Bill Bailey Cottage 
to a site on school property (between Telegraph H ill 
Blvd. and the school building). The site on the Filbert 
Steps where the Cottage was and where the other 


buildings were demolished over seven months ago is 
still sitting vacant and exposed to erosion from the 
winter rains. 

IV. N EW LA N DM A RK/SU RVEY 0 F 
H ISTORIC NORTH BEACH 

Washington Square Park Landmark Nomination . 

On the eve of its 150th Anniversary Washington 
Square has finally been designated City Landmark 
N o. 226. T he Board of Supervisors passed the legisla¬ 
tion designating it and it became law in December. 
T H D, the N orth Beach C hamber of C ommerce and 
other groups are planning the Square's anniversary 
celebration to be held on M ay 13th. 

North Beach Historical Project . Sad news: architec¬ 
tural historian, Anne Bloomfield, who conducted the 
original survey in 1982 and wasalmost finished updat¬ 
ing that survey died on December 29. We all owe 
A nne a debt of gratitude for all of the work she did to 
preserve Telegraph Hill and San Francisco's architec¬ 
tural heritage. Together with several prominent vol¬ 
unteer architectural historians we are confident that 
we will finish the project to update the N orth Beach 
H istoric Survey. 0 n a happier note: THD applied for 
and received a grant in the amount of $5,000 from 
San Francisco Beautiful's Klussmann Grants to com¬ 
plete and produce the North Beach H istoric Survey. 
T hanks again to SF A rchitectural H eritage for agree¬ 
ing to accept tax deductible grants and donations for 
the project including the grant from SF Beautiful. We 
are still looking for volunteers to help on this ambi¬ 
tious effort. 


FogH 

illM arket 

H anna Chedyak 

415-781-8817 

1300 Kearny 


San Francisco, CA 94133 








Washington Square Park & 

North Beach Playground Survey 

Initiated by community volunteers, sponsored by the Recreation and Park 
Department and its Open Space Committee. 

Have your voice heard in the redevelopment of the parks in your neig> 
borhood! Your input will help determine the approach for the upcoming 
community planning process Your reply is helpful in determining how the 
parks are used and their future potential. 

Please mail this survey or drop it off 
at the following locations by April 1, 2000 

Caffe La Piazza - Columbus @ Filbert 

Mario's Bohemian Cigar Store Cafe - Columbus @ Union 

Caffe Malvina - Union @ Stockton 

Caffe Roma - Columbus between Green &i Union 

Caffe Sapore - Lombard @ Taylor 

North Beach Pool 

North Beach Library 


To: Washington Square Park 

& North Beach Playground Survey 

c/o Telegraph Hill Dwellers 

RO. Box 330159 

San Francisco CA 94133 


Pull-out neighborhood survey 



Please describe yourself and your family members: 
M F Age Child's School 


Check all that apply: 

_ DogOwner 

_ Local Merchant 

_ Member of neighborhood organization? 

W hich one?_ 


Would you like to be part of the community planning process for park 
improvements in N orth Beach? If yes, when is the most convenient meeting 
time for you? 

_ Weekday _Daytime 

— Saturday _Early Evenings (5:00-5:30) 

— Sunday -Evenings (6:30-7:00) 

If you would like the results of this survey and other park-related mailings, and to be informed of 
public workshops and presentations, include your street and email address below: 

Name_ 

Street Address_ 

City_ 

State _Zip_ 

E-Mail_ 






How close do you live/work to Washington Square Park? 


□ within 2 blocks of park 

□ 2 to 6 blocks from park 

□ 6 blocks to 1 mile from park 

□ further than 1 mile from park 


Why do you visit Washington Square Park 
and how often? 


Jf* 


Children's Play Area 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Grass Sports 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Tai Chi, Martial Arts 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Sit, Picnic, Rest 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Walk Dog 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Decaux Toilet 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Rec Si Park Toilets 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Events Si Festivals 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Other: 

□ 

□ 

□ 


Do you see the following as a plus or minus? 

Please rank their condition: 

Children's Play Area 

□ 

** 

□ 

□ □ 


Lawn 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Hard Surface Area, Paths 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Benches 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Walk Doq 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Decaux Toilet 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Rec Si Park Toilets 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Events Si Festivals 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Water for washinq/drinkinq 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Safety 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Cleanliness 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Landscaping 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 


What do you like best about Washington Square Park? What are your three biggest concerns? 

(In order, favorite things first) (In order, biggest concern first) 


What improvements or changes would you most 
like to see? (Please describe) _ 






H ow close do you live/work to N orth Beach 
Playground? 


□ within 2 blocks of park 

□ 2 to 6 blocks from park 

□ 6 blocks to 1 mile from park 

□ further than 1 mile from park 


Why do you visit N orth Beach Playground 



/ 

and how often? 




Asphalt Play Area 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Basketball Courts 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Children's Play Area 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Library 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Pool 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Recreation Center 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Tennis Courts 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Bocce Courts 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Toilets 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Other: 

□ 

□ 

□ 





Do you see the following as a plus or minus? 

Please rank their condition: 

& 

** 

/ // 


Asphalt Play Area 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Basketball Courts 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Children's Play Area 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Library 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Pool 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Recreation Center 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Tennis Courts 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Bocce Courts 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Toilets 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Water for washlnq/drinkinq 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Safety 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Cleanliness 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Landscapinq 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 


What do you like best about North Beach Playground? What are your three biggest concerns? 

(In order, favorite things first) (In order, biggest concern first) 


What improvements or changes would you most 
like to see? (Please describe) 
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Pioneer Park 
Project U pdate 

By Dawne Bernhardt 

onor tiles are still available to helpfund 
renovations to the green space sur¬ 
rounding Coit Tower. In addition to a 
new terrace lawn, improved lighting, and native 
plantings, three new rock-walled stairways will 
make the area safer for pedestrians and more 
acccessible. The stair risers will carry names 
designated by contributors to this phase of the 
park's history. A $500 donation purchases one 
tile, one name. A $2,500 donation reserves all 
five tiles, 5 names, on a single stair. 

To reserve a tile, make your check payable 
to the San Francisco Foundation, or to Friends 
of Recreation and Parks, with a notation for 
Pioneer Park. M ail to the Pioneer Park Project 
at 1308 M ontgomery Street, # 1, San Francisco 
94133. Donations through either organization 
are tax deductible. Participants have requested 
tiles to commemorate births, weddings, beloved 
friends and relatives, neighborhood businesses, 
even family pets. They are a fine way to leave 
your own mark for posterity. 

Visit Coit Tower to see a model of the com¬ 
pleted plan for which more than $1.5 million 
has been raised by project volunteers. The fully 
funded project went out to bid in 1999. But, 
with the robust economy and resulting building 
boom, contractors raised their prices. We have 
raised sufficient additional fundsto allow a new 
bidding round and hope to announce a ground¬ 
breaking celebration in the near future. 



Sean O'Donnell 
Handyman 

"Anything can be fixed 
except a fallen souffle." 

30 years experience. 

Local & neighborhood references. 

A Telegraph Hill Dweller 
since 1982 

415 - 398-1205 
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Remembering A nne Bloomfield 


Editor's Note— Anne Bloomfield's death last 
D ecember rocked the city's preservation community 
certainty in N orth Beach, where she had personally 
surveyed every street and structure , to define the 
N orth Beach Historic District itself, and to docu¬ 
ment the individual buildings which contribute to it. 
She started the project in 1982, before sky-rocketing 
real estate and development schemes would pro¬ 
foundly change the neighborhood. T he tremendous 
effort it takes today to preserve any of our historic 
buildings, once they are targeted for redevelopment, 
is bolstered by the scrupulously detailed project 
which the prescient M s. Bloomfield, now an ever¬ 
lasting ally, has left us. T he President of Telegraph 
H ill D i welters, A aron Peskin, was asked to speak at 
her memorial. Here is his eulogy which well 
describes the woman and her work. 

I met Anne through her written work long 
before I met her in person. But over the last 
three years my neighbors and I were incredi¬ 
bly lucky to work closely with A nne on a host of 
preservation initiatives. 

Anne did for us—with us—what she had 
done for so many neighborhoods and communi¬ 
ties in San Francisco and northern California. 
She gave us the tools to protect the fabric of our 
historic neighborhoods and in her unassuming, 
no-nonsense way she gently pushed us to reach 
further in our quest to preserve some of San 
Francisco 1 s greatest historic neighborhoods: 
North Beach, Jackson Square and Telegraph FI ill. 

M ost visitors and residents don't know what 
every preservation activist in San Francisco gets 
to know when they discover Anne's work. Of 
course, you had to discover it yourself because 
even if you knew Anne, she would be the last 


person to tell you the phenomenal work she had 
done. A nne's fingerprints are really all over this 
C ity's built environment. So many historic dis¬ 
tricts and individual landmarks in our City are 
living tributes to her. You can't walk far in our 
part of town without seeing the results of her 
decades of work: from the Telegraph FI ill 
FI istoric District, which she documented and 
helped enact into law in 1986, to three N ational 
Register Districts created on Russian FI ill, to 
one of her favorites, the Colombo Building at 
N umber One Columbus Avenue, for which she 
wrote several landmark case reports which 
spurred us on to save the Colombo Building 
from the wrecking ball. A nne was truly the one 
legislator of our City without portfolio and with¬ 
out term limits. 

Experts speak to the professional and aca¬ 
demic quality of her work. Our relationship 
with her work was different: We know it as an 
invaluable tool in our battles to save threatened 
architectural resources. And in the process of 
using her work to save these buildings, she 
imbued us with the history of our neighbor¬ 
hoods that she so painstakingly researched and 
documented. And because Anne was also so 
knowledgeable about local, state and federal 
preservation law, her work was crafted for the 
survival of our riches. 

Anne Bloomfield was far more than a 
preservation professional. She was also a 
teacher, a mentor and a fellow neighborhood 
activist. Anne made us proud to be called 
neighborhood activists. She wasn't a loud and 
pushy activist like certain others I know inti¬ 
mately. She just knew what was right and she 
did not hesitate to pursue it in her deliberate 
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Anne Blo o m field Rem em bered 

way. Advocating for historic preservation—for 
neighborhood preservation—often means tak¬ 
ing your lumpsover losingthisorthat important 
building but A nne wasn't mournful— she'd just 
push on. I can't tell you how much that spirit 
meant to us when we were struggling to save the 
Colombo Building. 

A year ago, A nne honored our neighborhood 
by agreeing to conduct a historic survey of a pro¬ 
posed North Beach Historic District her last 
work which she all but finished—working on it 
until literally the day before she left us. A nne not 
only did the fastidious professional work that was 
her hallmark, she willingly trained a group of 
local volunteers to do the multitude of tasks 
required. And Anne must have known that her 
time was short because in her gently powerful 
way she pushed us to work faster. Just a month 
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ago, N ancy and I drove around with A nne help¬ 
ing her decide which additional streets should be 
included in the District. It was a beautiful day 
and it gave us pleasure to see how she enjoyed 
reacquainting herself with buildings she hadn't 
seen for a while. 

Now we, together with many of her fellow 
architectural historians, will put the finishing 
touches on her survey and before long we will 
have a North Beach Historic District. I know 
that A nne would have liked that. 

Anne's work is now finished. She left us and 
future generations of preservationists with a 
phenomenal body of work. It is up to us to use 
it to keep the historic fabric of San Francisco 
intact and to share it with one another to cele¬ 
brate this C ity that she so loved. 


SHEILA TOBIN BLACK, Ph.D. 

Licensed Clinical Psychologist #PSY 15926, 
Specializing in Adults with Heavy “Baggage” 


CUkift in laugh waters? 

When is the Cast time someone %ea£ly fastened ta you? 
Said ta me. J can help get yawc fafe an cowls e. 



San Francisco / San Rafael 
Tel.Fax/ (415) 398-8969 








Is this your last 

Semaphore? 

If the mailing label is 
dated December 1,1999 
|or earlier, your membership 
has lapsed and we hope 
you'll rectify that situation 
with a check. If you think 
our records are incorrect 
or you are in doubt about 
your membership status, 
please contact 
M embership Chair, 
Rozell Overmire, 
phone 989-3945. 

E-mail 

rozel 1(a) overmire.com. 
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Washington Square 

by M ary N elson 

he park, the Square, II Giardino, The 
Italians called it the The Garden. 
Washington Square is many things. To 
some, it is the village green. To some, it's the 
front lawn of the Church of Saints Peter and 
Paul. To others, it is a sanctuary. 

Step out of the Post Office on Stockton 
Street, and look up. A massive tower of a tree 
rivals the spires of the church, in mass and height 
and nearness to heaven. Consider the ten 
giant pines on the corner of Filbert Street 
and Columbus Avenue. Their soft and 
vaulted canopy is a chapel, protecting the 
little playground. 

Old timers who have been watching 
over the park say Washington Square 
has never looked as beautiful as it does 
today. Tom O'Connor, the City garden¬ 
er, has been lavishing affection on the 
grass, the flowerbeds and the soil around 
the trees. 

It's an auspicious time to be beauti¬ 
ful. This is the year of Washington 
Square. In its 150th year, the Hill 
Dwellers are celebrating the heart of 
North Beach and their achievement in 
persuading the City of its historical sig¬ 
nificance and of the need to protect it 
from destruction. 

Washington Square is now a San 
Francisco landmark. This is thanks to 
more than two years of the Hill 
Dwellers' efforts— lead by Aaron Peskin 
and the Board of Directors—and the 
scores of hours of research and photog¬ 
raphy, meetings, letters and presenta¬ 
tions to city officials in numerous 


departments. 

In 1850, the first mayor of San Francisco, 
John W. Geary, declared the land a public square. 
It was first cultivated by prisoners, who graded 
the land and watered the grass. But in the early 
1850s, it became a haphazard cemetary and a 
goat pasture. T hen it was an unofficial dump and 
the workplace of a stonemason. Then it became 

continued next page 


Washington Square with SS Peter and Paul Church. 




photo © 2000Jirro Pa-ini 
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Washington Square continued 

a traditional, Eastern style, public square, criss¬ 
crossed by an unpaved X, carved by people get¬ 
ting across as quickly as possible. It was also the 
fastest way for those on horseback to get from 
U nion Street to Filbert Street. Riders were even¬ 
tually discouraged by the building of a ditch on 
one side, and a low wall on the other. 

Originally, it was a complete rectangle, all 
the way to Powell Street. But in 1873-1875, the 
City built Columbus Avenue, then known as 
Montgomery, cutting through the Square. The 
avenue was built, evidently, because business 
and banking interests in the Financial District 
wanted greater interaction with North Beach, 
which was isolated, geographically, by the hills, 
the Barbary Coast, and Chinatown. 

The tiny park at Powell Street, is now named 
Marini Plaza. Frank Marini (1862-1952) is men¬ 
tioned often in Alessandro Baccari's book, 
"Saints Peter and Paul: The Italian Cathedral' of 
the West, 1884-1984." M arini was a major civic 
benefactor, participating in the work of the 
Salesian groups at the Church of Saints Peter and 
Paul. FI e was a sponsor of the boys' club, to help 
troubled immigrant boys who had little English 
speaking ability, education or guidance. Fie was a 
fundraiser to pay off the debt for building the 
church and Salesian school. FI e gave the money 
to build a gymnasium at St. Francis Church, on 
Vallejo Street, for the church-sponsored basket¬ 
ball teams. 

Washington Square was a place of refuge for 
many fires on Telegraph Hill, notably in 1894 
and 1901. It was home for a year for some 600 
people who lived in wooden barracks and A rmy 
tents after the 1906 earthquake and fire. 

It was also a stage for celebration. In the 
1920s, Italian festivals and musicales were held in 
the Square, as was the annual Columbus Day 
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parade. There, the Salesians celebrated comple¬ 
tion of the Church of Saints Peter and Paul, which 
had been under construction from 1912 to 1924. 

In 1951, when the City intended to build the 
N orth Beach library in the center of Washington 
Square, Father Costanzo, of Saints Peter and 
Paul, led the fight to save it as a common green. 
H e believed in preserving the open space, free of 
buildings, as the center of the neighborhood. 

Controversy again arose in the mid-1950s, 
when a coalition, the Committee to Beautify 
Washington Square, engaged Lawrence H alprin 
and Douglas Baylis to redesign the Square. 
H alprin got rid of the X and designed the paved 
and curving paths around the periphery of the 
center lawn, which we have today. 

After the design was completed in 1958, 
controversy kicked up again. Proponents of an 
underground city garage sought to tear up the 
park to solve the parking problem. 

T he Board of Supervisors narrowly approved 
the garage that year. But, in a move that some say 
cost him his political career, Mayor John F. 
Shelley vetoed the plan, stating that the garage 


SHave you beard Ml 

who’s moved into the neighborhood now? 

EH| MAIL BOXES ETC: 

■331 1288 Columbus (@Bay) 

Plenty of parking! 

Packing/Shipping UPS/FedEx 
Mailbox Services Copies 
Notary 

885-7177 

Stop in to meet owners Maryjane & Angela 




Issue #151 • Spring 2000 


Page 25 


Washington Square continued 

would lose money for the entire 35 years of the 
life of the bond issued to finance it. Even so, the 
garage proposal surfaced two years later, and has 
every several years since then. 

Ironically, the City's landmark case report 
states that the major threats to Washington 
Square are public works projects and vandals. 
Washington Square is one of the three original 
public squares in San Francisco, dating to 1849, 
and the only one to escape the bulldozer. Both 
Union Square and Portsmouth Square are today 
the roofs of City parking garages. N ow that the 
Square is landmarked, any significant changes 
to the major features requires a public hearing 
and a special permit from the Landmarks 
Preservation Advisory Board. Marini Plaza is 
landmarked, too. The missing sculpture of the 
California Bear, in the pose that appears on the 
State flag, was severely vandalized a few years 
ago. Ripped off its platform, it lost its paws, and 
was thrown in the pond. Neighborhood efforts 
to raise money for restoration were successful. 
The bear has been recast and will be returned 
some time this year. 

What will remain in Washington Square 
includes thejuana Briones bench, dedicated to 
the Mexican cattle rancher, humanitarian and 
mother of eight (1802-1889), who ranched and 
farmed what is now the Square in the 1830s. 
A part from the merits of memorializing Briones, 
the bench was hugely controversial as to size 
and location when it was installed in 1997. 

In the center of the Square, surrounded by 
six Lombardy poplars, is the statue of Benjamin 
Franklin, which was given to the C ity in 1879 by 
Dr. Henry Cogswell, a tee-totaling dentist who 
intended to donate a public water drinking foun¬ 
tain for every hundred bars, a project which 
proved impossible. It is no longer a water foun¬ 


tain, but the base reads "Welcome" on all four 
sides and is dedicated, "To Our Boys and Girls, 
Who Will Soon Take Our Places and Pass On." 
The statue was moved to the Square from Kearny 
Street in 1904. It has a time capsule, which was 
opened in 1979, and will be again in 2079. 

T he monument to the Volunteer Firemen of 
San Francisco, 1849 to 1866, was funded by a 
bequest from Lilly FI itchcock Coit and original¬ 
ly meant for Coit Tower, but was dedicated in 
Washington Square in 1933. The geodetic sur¬ 
vey marker, dating from 1869, was placed there 
by Dr. George Davidson, for whom Mount 
Davison was named. In 1937, the latitude and 
longitude of Washington Square were carved 
onto the monument. 

For those who love it, Washington Square is 
a landmark of the mind. A nd today, it's a land¬ 
mark indeed. The effect is not absolute protec¬ 
tion. But like a heavy mist calming the dust of 
controversy, it gives notice that the park, the 
Square, II Giardino, is a sanctuary. 

G ratitude for support, information and insight to 
June Osterberg, Julie Christensen, Herb Kosovitz, 
Patricia C ady, Jimo Per ini, Jean K ortum, A lessandro 
Baccari, Jr., Jeffery Chinn, Aaron Peskin, Nancy 
Shanahan, Katherine, the Painter, the North Beach 
M useum, theM echanics Institute, the San Francisco 
Public Library, and Washington Square. 

Sources include: 

Baccari, A lessandro Jr., Saints Peter and Paul 
C hurch: TheC hronicles of T he Italian C athedral' 
of the West, 1884-1984 (Saints Peter and Paul 
Church, 1985); Dillon, Richard, North Beach: 
The Italian Heart of San Francisco (Presidio 
Press, 1985); Myrick, David F„ San Francisco's 
Telegraph Hill (Howell-North, 1972); Nichol, 
Kate, "Washington Square: Landmark Desig¬ 
nation Case Report (A pril 1999). 
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WE'RE A PART 
OF YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD 

SOTHEBY'S 

International Realty 

San Francisco Brokerage 
432 Jackson Street, San Francisco, CA94111 


WHEN WE TAKE YOUR LISTING 
WE TAKE IT TO THE WORLD 


DanidleChavancn 

4152962224 


Mi chad Bruno 
4152962210 
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Ballad of Bells 

By H elen von A mmon 

"Any man's death diminishes me, because I am 
involved in Mankinde. And therefore never send to 
know for whom the bell tolls; it tolls for thee." 

I n my neighborhood not far from Washington 
Square the bells of SS Peter & Paul Church 
are harbingers of events. Their tintinnabular 
moods announce the time of day, joyful wed¬ 
dings, holidays. Doleful tolling announces the 
demise of the heroic, pious, or not so saintly. 
From my cluttered desk I listen to their messages. 
A ny distraction is welcome in my frustration. I 
peer into my unblinking computer which stub¬ 
bornly refuses to disgorge elusive text for my cur¬ 
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rent book. I wonder whether a similar blockage 
caused Dorothy Parker to put a sign of her office 
door: M en's Room. 

This morning the bells began their pealing 
at regular intervals. I waited, hypnotized, for 
each next knell. A total of 31 resonant, mourn¬ 
ful sounds. Then silence. The residual hush 
more doleful than the bells. The Baptist church 
of my southern childhood must surely have pro¬ 
duced audient memories, but I cannot remem¬ 
ber a single one, beyond belting out "Onward 
Christian Soldiers." These neighborhood bells 
have lodged in my belfry and I wish someone 
would explain to me: W hy 31 bells? W hy not 
40, or 15, or 10 bells? Since I am not a Catholic, 
alas, no bells will toll for me. 






TH D Board Resolutions 

November 9, 1999: The Board agreed to December, 1999: No Board meeting in 
appeal to the Board of Appeals the Zoning December. 

Administrator's written determination that a January 11, 2000: The Board agreed to 
new 15,000 square foot adult entertainment endorse Propositions A and C , the $110 million 
establishment called "Boys Toys” at 412 Neighborhood Parks Bond and companion 
Broadway does not require a conditional use charter amendment, and to co-sponsor a 
authorization from the Planning Commission, fundraising event. The Board agreed to endorse 
The Board voted to contribute $50.00 to sup- the San Francisco Bay Center at Pier 45, a 
port the Telegraph H ill N eighborhood Center's state-of-the-art learning and interpretative 
H oliday Book and G ift D rive. resource center. 

Social & Program Committee Report 

By M ary Purdy-Read 

reat dinner meeting on February 9 at 
Caesar's Restaurant! Italian chicken and 
fish dinners included good wine, big sal¬ 
ads and a pasta course for all. The highlight was 
Julie Christensen's slide show history of 
Washington Square. Using photos never seen by 
many of us, including the earliest map of N orth 
Beach, she walked us through the improbable 
story of this famous bit of real estate in a well 
researched and entertaining presentation. Past 
THD President Gerry Crowley presented Julie 
with a Certificate of Appreciation to acknowl¬ 
edge her important contributions to TFID and 
the neighborhood, including managing our 400 
Trees Project, and the extensive work she con¬ 
tinues to do for the Pioneer Park Project. 

Regarding dinner meetings: Luckily, 
space was made at the last minute for mem¬ 
bers who had failed to send their checks in 
advance. Another restaurant may not be as 
able, or willing, to accommodate non-RSVPs 
in the future. To ensure your dinner, send 
your check to the restaurant by the deadline 
on the postcard invitation. 














N eighborhood N ews 


39 Coit Bus Terminus Changed. 

Buses now terminate at Stockton at Beach 
(opposite Pier 39) instead of at Bay and Taylor. 
This enables easy connection with the new F- 
line on the Embarcadero while continuing to 
serve the Northpoint Shopping Center. 
Familiar routes to Coit Tower, Washington 
Square, and Union/Montgomery have not 
changed, nor has the schedule. New bus stop 
signs and neighborhood maps will be placed 
along the route. 

Growing numbers of local residents and visitors 
see the benefits and convenience of leaving their 
cars parked and riding the 39 bus to the Wharf, 
N orth Beach and Coit Tower. It's a good habit to 
acquire now, because once construction starts at 
Pioneer Park, Telegraph FI ill Boulevard will be inac¬ 


cessible to most vehicles, except the bus. 

St Patrick's Day in Washington Square 

O'Reilly's Irish Pub on Green Street draws a 
big crowd of celebrants every M arch 17. This 
year, M yles O'Reilly made sure there'd be room 
for everybody by presiding over an Oyster 
Festival in Washington Square. It's a free event 
between 2:00-10:00 PM complete with tradi¬ 
tional Irish music and dancing and opportuni¬ 
ties to purchase specialty foods from the 
Emerald Isle. Whether this Semaphore reaches 
you before St. Patrick's Day, or after, (the post 
office doesn't guarantee home delivery dates) 
anyone who's had the pleasure of visiting 
O'Reilly's Irish Pub trusts Myles to put on one 
swell party. M aybe it will be an annual event- 
let's hope so. 



0 ur I rish brunch is a lovely event, 
j ust as long as no one asks 
for E nglish muffins. 


Irish Pub and Restaurant 622 Green Street San Francisco, CA 94133, 415-989-6222 
www.oreillysirish.citysearch.com 

Irish Brunch served M onday through Friday 10-4PM and Saturday & Sunday 8- 4PM 
Sidewalk Dining Available 
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Washington Square 
150th Anniversary 
A Celebration of Light! 

Saturday, M ay 13, 5:30 to 10:00 p.m. 

The park turns 150 this year; landmarking's official; the battered 
bear of Washington Square will return to its pedestal in Marini park. 
Let's celebrate! Planned events and spectacles include a children's 
lantern parade, wearable light, dragons, performances, light sculpture, 
music! 

The Washington Square Sesquicentennial Celebration Committee 
consists of representatives of the Telegraph H ill Dwellers, the Friends 
of Washington Square, the North Beach Chamber of Commerce; the 
North Beach Jazz Festival; Public Glass, and the group renovating the 
Pagoda Palace. We're working to include the Italian A merican Athletic 
Club, members of the Chinatown community, and others. 

The main event is being orchestrated by well-known local artist 
Cork M archeschi. Cork has had dozens of one man and group shows; 
he's taught at Pilchuk Glass School, the Art Institute, UC Berkeley, 
and the M inneapolis College of A rt and Design. But he's also a neigh¬ 
borhood boy who played music in every nightclub on Broadway during 
its heyday, saw Lena Gastone sing atop the bar at Vieni-Vieni Club, and 
knows the secret of the tiger prawn sauce at Caffe Sport. Cork is round¬ 
ing up artist friends up and down the West Coast for the celebration. 

Suggestions have been pouring in. We've got room for more. You 
can send email to julie@ surfaces.com, or call 552-7774. 

But, please, mark your calendar, alert your friends, make your dinner 
reservations. It should be a great evening. The square deserves our best! 
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TH D C 0 M M ITTEES N EED Yo U ... 

You can make a difference! Join one of THD's committees, meet and work with your fellow 
H ill Dwellers to improve life on the H ill. 


STANDING COMMITTEES 

Parking and Transportation. 

Chair, H oward Wong, 982-5055. 
Promotes efforts to ease conges¬ 
tion, optimize white zones, 
upgrade public transportation. 
Works with Department of 
Parking and Traffic. 

Planning and Zoning. Chair 
N ancy Shanahan, 986-7094. 

M onitors and reviews proposed 
development projects for consis¬ 
tency with applicable C ity ordi¬ 
nances. Works with Planning 
Department staff and represents 
THD before the Landmarks 
Board, Planning Commission, 
Zoning A dministrator and other 
regulating bodies to protect his¬ 
toric resources and maintain 
neighborhood character. Assists 
members to learn more about 
and participate in planning and 
zoning issues. 

Semaphore. Editor Patricia Cady. 
397-2175. The editor and staff 
produce a quarterly magazine for 
THD members. 

Program. Chair M ary Purdy- 
Read, 433-9626. A rranges social 
events, including quarterly mem¬ 
bership meetings and get- 
acquainted social functions. 

Budget. Paul Switzer, 788-8667. 
As prescribed in bylaws for 
Treasurer. 


Membership. Chair Rozell 
Overmire, 989-3945. As pre¬ 
scribed in bylaws for Financial 
Secretary. 

SPECIAL COMMITTEES 
AND PROIECTS 

Parks and Trees. Chair Julie 
Christensen, 552-7774. email 
juIie@surfaces.com. information 
and projects concerning local 
parks, green spaces and street 
trees. 

Neighborhood Beautification 

call 986-7014. Creates opportu¬ 
nities to improve, beautify, and 
preserve the H ill. Through its 
awards program, recognizes indi¬ 
viduals and businesses who 
enhance our neighborhood. 
Facilitates cleanup, gardening 
and graffiti removal. 

Oral H istory Project Chair 
DennisMcElrath, 397-0201. 
Taped interviews provide histori¬ 
cal documentation of living and 
working in the neighborhood. 

Pioneer Park Improvement 
Project. Chair H oward Wong, 
982-5055. Work party volunteers 
enhance the open space around 
Coit Tower, improving accessibil¬ 
ity and safety through planning, 
landscaping work parties and 
fundraising. 


THD Web Page. Webmaster 
Peter Overmire, 989-3945. 
Shared information about meet¬ 
ings, local concerns and events. 

LIAISONS WITH OTHER 
ORGANIZATIONS 

Coalition for San Francisco 
Neighborhoods. Representative 
Gerry Crowley, 781-4201. City- 
wide organization interacts with 
other neighborhoods to discuss 
common problems. 

N.E.R.T. June Fraps, 392-1187. 
Energizes members to take emer¬ 
gency disaster response training 
program sponsored by the C ity. 


WEB SITE = 
www.thd.org 

That's Us! Pete Overmire (989- 
3945), a longtime THDer and for¬ 
mer officer has set up this site for 
Telegraph H ill Dwellers. Access it to 
see the sensational look he has cre¬ 
ated, impressive to local and inter¬ 
national browsers alike. Lend him 
photographs and graphics relevant 
to the Hill that he can scan in. Call 
or e-mail information about upcom¬ 
ing meetings in the neighborhood 
and at City agencies, and ideas and 
concerns you want the rest of us to 
know about between Semaphores. 
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kayeWoods 


REAL • ESTATE 

Selling Fine Properties since 1973 
Resident and property owner on Telegraph H ill since 1976. 
Please call or visit our website at 
www.sffinehomes.com 

215 Chestnut Street San Francisco, CA 94133 

(415) 362-1100 Fax (415) 362-8500 




TH D CALENDAR 

2nd Saturday Stair & Garden Work Parties. A pril 8, M ay 
13, June 10. M eet at Pioneer Park. For more information 
call 552-7774. 

Friday, March 17. 2:00-10:00 PM. Celebrate St. Patrick's 
Day with Myles O'Reilly in Washington Square. 

Saturday, May 13. 5:30-10:00 PM. Celebrate the 150th 
Anniversary of Washington Square. 

Schedules of C ommittee M eetings 

Planning & Zoning: Last Wednesdays. Call for time and 
location. 986-7070. 

Parking& Transportation: 2nd Saturdays at 11 A M at 
Little City Restaurant, Union and Powell Streets. 


For more information, log on to 
http://www.thd .o rg 
















